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FIG.48 ALTERNATIVELY FUELLED VEHICLES ACCOUNTED FOR 47.1% 
OF TOTAL PASSENGER CAR REGISTRATIONS IN 2022

2022 was a strong year for alternatively fuelled vehicles but conventional 
fuel types still dominated EU car sales in terms of market share (52.8%) 
in 2022. Alternatively fuelled vehicles accounted for 47.1% of the total 
passenger car sales across the EU, a significant increase from 2019 
to 2022 (11% to 47.1%, respectively). Stimulus packages introduced by 
governments to boost demand, following the unprecedented impact 
of Covid-19 on car sales, sought to stimulate alternatively-powered 
vehicles in particular, further driving demand for low and zero-emission 
cars.

Note: Please note that due to rounding, 
figures may not add up exactly to 100%.

Source: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association
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FIG.49 ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES AS A PROPORTION
OF THE TOTAL PASSENGER CARS REGISTRATIONS IN THE 
EU-27

2021 saw a significant increase in the uptake of electric cars — battery 
electric vehicles (BEVs) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs) —  
in the EU-27. The share of electric cars grew from 10.7% in 2020 to 17.8% 
in 2021. That’s an increase of 17.7% since 2011.

Note: The chart reports the number of electric vehicles (battery electric 
vehicles - BEV and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles - PHEV) newely 
registered in EU27_2021.
• ‘Share of electric vehicles’ refers to electric vehicle registrations 

(BEV and PHEV) as a percentage of the new cars’ registration.
• Non-plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, which are exclusively fuelled by 

conventional fuels, are not included in the data shown.
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FIG.50 NEW TRUCKS IN THE EU BY FUEL TYPE IN 2021

In 2021, the use of low-carbon technologies in trucks remains minor with 
95.8% of all newly-registered trucks in the European Union running on 
diesel, 3.6% fuelled by alternative fuels, while only 0.5% of trucks sold 
are electrically-chargeable vehicles.

Note: Please note that due to rounding, 
figures may not add up exactly to 100%

Source: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association
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FIG.51

In 2021, 4.3% of new buses were electrically-chargeable vehicles, 
5.7% are hybrid electric, 7.6% ran on alternative fuels, while diesel still 
fuelled 82.4% of all buses sold in the European Union. The proportion 
of alternatively-powered new buses decreased from 26.8% in 2020 to 
17.6% in 2021. 

Note: Please note that due to rounding, 
figures may not add up exactly to 100%.

Diesel 82.4%

Electrically-chargeable 4.3%

Hybrid electric 5.7%

Alternative fuels 7.6%

Source: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association
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FIG.52 AVERAGE AGE OF THE EUROPEAN VEHICLE FLEET

The age of the vehicle fleet can differ greatly across European countries with an 
average age of 6.7 years for Luxemburg and 17 years for Lithuania. In Eastern 
and Southern Europe, where citizens cannot necessarilty afford to buy new 
vehicles and depend on the second-hand car market, passenger cars will stay 
on the road longer and will need solutions for decarbonisation.

Source: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association
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FIG.53

Trucks are on average 13.9 years old in the European Union. With an average 
age of 21.4 years, Greece has the oldest truck fleet, while the newest ones can be 
found in Luxembourg (6.7 years) and Austria (7 years). In Eastern and Southern 
Europe, where companies cannot necessarily afford to buy new vehicles and 
depend on the second-hand car market, trucks will stay on the road longer and 
will need solutions for decarbonisation.

Source: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association

AVERAGE AGE OF THE EUROPEAN VEHICLE FLEET
FOR MEDIUM AND HEAVY DUTY COMMERCIAL
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FIG.54 AVERAGE AGE OF THE EUROPEAN 
VEHICLE FLEET FOR BUSES

Buses on EU roads are on average 12.8 years old. Aged more than 19 years, Greek 
buses are the oldest in the region. Only six countries in the European Union have 
a bus fleet that is less than 10 years old. In Eastern and Southern Europe, where 
companies and cities cannot necessarily afford to buy new vehicles, buses will 
stay on the road longer and will need solutions for decarbonisation.

Source: European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association
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FIG.55 SERVICE STATIONS IN EUROPE IN 2022

There were over 135 000 petrol stations in the EU, Norway, United 
Kingdom, Switzerland and Turkey operating in 2022.

COUNTRIES Number of service stations COUNTRIES Number of service stations

AUSTRIA 2 759 ITALY 21 700

BELGIUM 3 119 LATVIA 600

BULGARIA 3 531*** LITHUANIA 765

CROATIA N/A LUXEMBOURG 238

CYPRUS 320*** MALTA 69*

CZECHIA 2 847 NETHERLANDS 4 135

DENMARK 2 066 POLAND 7 898

ESTONIA 515 PORTUGAL 3 216

FINLAND 1 869** ROMANIA 2 292***

FRANCE 11 040 SLOVAKIA 970

GERMANY 14 452 SLOVENIA 553*

GREECE 5 889 SPAIN 12 084

HUNGARY 2 012 SWEDEN 2 700

IRELAND 1 892

TOTAL EU-27 = 109 531

UNITED KINDGOM 8 365

NORWAY 1 838***

SWITZERLAND 3 314

TURKEY 12 671

UK + NO + CH + TR 26 188

TOTAL = 135 719

* Numbers for 2019

** Numbers for 2020

*** Numbers for 2021

Source: National Fuel Industry Associations
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FuelsEurope is a division of the European Fuel Manufacturers, an AISBL operating in Belgium. 
This Association, whose members are all 39 companies that operate refineries in the European 
Economic Area in 2023, is comprised of FuelsEurope and Concawe divisions, each having 
separate and distinct roles and expertise but administratively consolidated for efficiency and 
cost effectiveness.

FuelsEurope represents the EU fuels & industrial value chains products manufacturing industry 
in the policy debate with EU Institutions and other stakeholders, providing an expert opinion on 
the production process, distribution and use of our industry’s products, in order to contribute 
to a regulatory framework that:

•	 Promotes EU excellence in technologies contributing to the energy transition towards 
society’s climate goal;

•	 Boosts sustainable development through supporting a competitive EU industry;

•	 Establishes effective, technically feasible and sustainable requirements to protect human 
health and the environment.

ABOUT
FUELSEUROPE
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We have made every attempt to ensure the accuracy and 
reliability of the information provided in this report. However, 
the information is provided “as is” without warranty of any kind. 
Neither FuelsEurope nor any of its member companies accept 
responsibility or liability for the accuracy, completeness, legality, 
or reliability of the information contained herein. We shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage of whatever nature (direct, indirect, 
consequential, or other), which may arise as a result of use of the 
information herein.

Quoting from the review - The redistribution or reproduction 
of data whose source is Platts or Wood Mackenzie is strictly 
prohibited without prior authorisation from either Platts or Wood 
Mackenzie.

IEA Disclaimer - Global Indicator Refining Margins are calculated 
for various complexity configurations, each optimised for 
processing the specific crude(s) in a specific refining centre. 
Margins include energy cost, but exclude other variable costs, 
depreciation and amortisation.

Consequently, reported margins should be taken as an indication, 
or proxy, of changes in profitability for a given refining centre. 
No attempt is made to model or otherwise comment upon the 
relative economics of specific refineries running individual 
crude slates and producing custom product sales, nor are these 
calculations intended to infer the marginal values of crude for 
pricing purposes.

OPEC Disclaimer - The data, analysis and any other information 
(the “information”) contained in the World Oil Outlook is 
for informational purposes only and is neither intended as 
a substitute for advice from business, finance, investment 
consultant or other professional; nor is meant to be a benchmark 
or input data to a benchmark of any kind. Whilst reasonable 

DISCLAIMER

efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the information 
contained in the World Oil Outlook, the OPEC Secretariat makes 
no warranties or representations as to its accuracy, relevance or 
comprehensiveness, and assumes no liability or responsibility 
for any inaccuracy, error or omission, or for any loss or damage 
arising in connection with or attributable to any action or decision 
taken as a result of using or relying on the information in the 
World Oil Outlook.

The views expressed in the World Oil Outlook are those of the 
OPEC Secretariat and do not necessarily reflect the views of its 
governing bodies and/or individual OPEC Member Countries. 
The designation of geographical entities in the World Oil Outlook, 
and the use and presentation of data and other materials, do 
not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of OPEC and/or its Member Countries concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or 
concerning the exploration, exploitation, refining, marketing and 
utilization of its petroleum or other energy resources. Nothing 
in the World Oil Outlook shall be construed as interpreting or 
modifying any legal obligations under any agreement, treaty, 
law or other texts; or expressing any legal opinions or having 
probative legal value in any proceedings.
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FuelsEurope 
165, Boulevard du Souverain 
1160 Brussels - Belgium

Phone: +32 (0)2 566 9100

www.linkedin.com/company/fuelseurope www.fuelseurope.eu

www.twitter.com/FuelsEurope www.cleanfuelsforall.eu

FuelsEuropewww.youtube.com/fuelseurope


